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Candidate for Ward 4 City Councilor 

 

Robert J. O’Connor 

Age 50 

Family; My wife is Kate Leinster-O’Connor and we have two children, Claire and William, both 
attend Keene High School. 

 

AS; Winsted Community College, BA; Keene State College.  Employed full time at Brattleboro 
Union High School as the Safety Director and part time for the Town of Roxbury as the Chief of 
Police.  I started my path in public service as a Volunteer Firefighter in Connecticut and worked 
two years with the National Park Service as a law enforcement Ranger before moving to Keene.  

Currently serving as a Ward 4 Councilor.   In the past I was appointed to the Heritage 
Commission and ran for City Council when Councilor Jones resigned his Ward 4 seat in 2012.  I 
was then elected to a 4 year term. During my first term, I was assigned to the Municipal 
Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.  Early on in my career as a Keene Police 
Officer I volunteered as a soccer coach through the Keene Parks and Recreation Department.  
From 2012 to 2014 I served on the Board of Directors for the National Association of School 
Resource Officers, representing the New England states.  I also served on the Board of Directors 
for the NH Police Association. 

I am running for re-election for the 2 year term as Ward 4 Councilor.  Just this past August 
during a special City Council election I was picked to serve out the remaining 5 months of then 
Councilor Rice’s term.  Many voters and fellow City Councilors have encouraged me to run and 
if re-elected I look forward to representing the citizens in Ward 4.  I have served on the 
Heritage Commission, MSFI committee and currently serve on the Planning, Licenses and 
Development standing committee. 

My years of experience as a public servant in federal, state and local government has taught me 
the skills to be a leader and the knowledge to make sound decisions while on the Council.  I will 
continue to serve with the City of Keene’s best interest in mind.     


