
KMS Grade 6 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming sixth graders looking for great 
books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two books over the 
summer. 
 
New Kid by Jerry Craft - graphic novel, realistic -  Great Stone Face Nominee for 2019-20 
Perfect for fans of Raina Telgemeier and Gene Luen Yang, New Kid is a timely, honest graphic novel 
about starting over at a new school where diversity is low and the struggle to fit in is real, from 
award-winning author-illustrator Jerry Craft. Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than 
drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents 
enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of 
color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale 
Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not really fitting 
into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood 
friends and staying true to himself? 
 
The Trail by Meiko Hashimoto -  adventure/survival - Great Stone Face Winner for 2018-19 
Toby and his friend Lucas made a list of things to do the summer before they entered middle school, but 
now Lucas is gone, and Toby sets out to fulfill the promise he made to his friend, to finish the list by hiking 
the Appalachian Trail from Velvet Rocks to Mt. Katahdin, an undertaking that he is poorly prepared 
for--and which will become not only a struggle for survival, but a rescue mission for the starving and 
abused dog who he finds along the way. 
 
Benefits of Being an Octopus by Anne Braden - realistic fiction 
Seventh-grader Zoey doesn’t think she’s as good as other kids at school who have nice things. She also doesn’t have 
the inclination to do homework because she’s too busy taking care of her siblings—Bryce (four), Aurora (three), and 
baby Hector—all offspring of different fathers. They and their mother live in a trailer with Mom’s fussy bully of a 
boyfriend, Lenny, and his cantankerous father. When Zoey’s social-studies teacher makes her join the school debate 
club, she begins to see situations with fresh eyes and from both sides—an ability she courageously applies to the gun 
debate after a school lockdown occurs. She also comes to understand that instead of succumbing to Lenny’s 
intimidation, Zoey’s mother has choices, including moving out and getting a protection order. This engrossing debut 
novel, narrated by the resourceful Zoey, takes the reader on her journey from the dire side of the class divide to a life 
of cautious hope as she learns the world is big enough for choices, actions, and results. 
 
The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson - memoir, history 
Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family 
was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was 
able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of 
Plaszow, the concentration camp outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one 
man, a man named Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson's life, and the lives of his mother, his father, 
and two of his four siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his factory-a list that became 
world renowned: Schindler's List. 
 
The Ambrose Deception by Emily Ecton -  adventure, mystery - Great Stone Face Nominee for 2019-20  
Melissa is a nobody. Wilf is a slacker. Bondi is a show-off. At least that's what their middle school teachers think. To 
everyone's surprise, they are the three students chosen to compete for a ten thousand-dollar scholarship, solving 
clues that lead them to various locations around Chicago. At first the three contestants work independently, but it 
doesn't take long before each begins to wonder whether the competition is a sham. It's only by secretly joining forces 



and using their unique talents that the trio is able to uncover the truth behind the Ambrose Deception--a truth that 
involves a lot more than just a scholarship. 
 
In a Darkling Wood by Emma Carroll - fantasy - Great Stone Face Nominee for 2018-19 
When Alice is suddenly bundled off to her estranged grandmother's Nell's house, there's nothing good 
about it, except the beautiful Darkling Wood at the end of the garden--but Nell wants to have it cut down. 
Alice feels at home there, at peace. She even finds a friend, a girl named Flo. But Flo doesn't go to the 
local school, and no one in town has heard of her. When Flo shows Alice the surprising secrets of 
Darkling Wood, Alice starts to wonder: what is real? And can she find out in time to save the wood from 
destruction? 
 
Middle School: The Worst Years of my Life (series) by James Patterson - realistic fiction, humorous 
fiction 
Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of middle school into 
the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever, if only he can pull it off: With his best friend 
Leonardo the Silent awarding him points, Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code of 
Conduct. Chewing gum in class--5,000 points! Running in the hallway--10,000 points! Pulling the fire 
alarm--50,000 points! But when Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, he'll have to decide if winning is 
all that matters, or if he's finally ready to face the rules, bullies, and truths he's been avoiding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


