
KMS Grade 7 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming seventh graders looking for great 

books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two, free choice 

books over the vacation. 
 

Beast: Face-to-Face with the Florida Bigfoot by Watt Key - Adventure - student 

recommendation for summer reading list! 

Adam says he can't remember where he was for the two months he went missing in 

a Florida swamp. That's not true. He does remember. The truth: He was driving with 

his parents, and the car crashed when his father swerved to avoid colliding with a 

giant Sasquatch-like creature standing in the highway. Haunted by his parents' 

disappearance and hounded for claiming to have seen Bigfoot, Adam sets off into the 

deadly wilderness on a hunt for answers as to what really happened that night. The 

answer he finds is more terrifying--and more fascinating--than he could have 

imagined. 

 

 

Keeper of the Lost Cities by Shannon Messenger - Fantasy series 

Twelve-year-old Sophie has never quite fit into her life. She's skipped multiple grades and 

doesn't really connect with the older kids at school, but she's not comfortable with her family, 

either. The reason? Sophie's a Telepath, someone who can read minds. No one knows her 

secret--at least, that's what she thinks...But the day Sophie meets Fitz, a mysterious (and 

adorable) boy, she learns she's not alone. He's a Telepath too, and it turns out the reason 

she has never felt at home is that, well...she isn't. Fitz opens Sophie's eyes to a shocking 

truth, and she is forced to leave behind her family for a new life in a place that is vastly 

different from what she has ever known.But Sophie still has secrets, and they're buried deep 

in her memory for good reason: The answers are dangerous and in high-demand. What is 

her true identity, and why was she hidden among humans? The truth could mean life or death--and time 

is running out. 

New Kid and Class Act by Jerry Craft - Realistic Fiction, graphic novels, Newbery Award 

winner 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But 

instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious 

private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire 

grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale 

Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not 

really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping 

his friends and staying true to himself? 

 

Class Act - companion to New Kid 

Eighth grader Drew Ellis recognizes that he is't afforded the same opportunities, no 

matter how hard he works, that his privileged classmates at the Riverdale Academy 

Day School take for granted, and to make matters worse, Drew begins to feel as if his 

good friend Liam might be one of those privileged kids and is finding it hard not to 

withdraw, even as their mutual friend Jordan tries to keep their group of friends 

together. 

 

https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2355288~S6
https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b1901278~S6
https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2341328~S6
https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2385117~S6
https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2385117~S6


Closer to Nowhere  by Ellen Hopkins - Realistic Fiction; student recommendation for 

summer reading list! 

For the most part, Hannah's life is just how she wants it. She has two supportive parents, 

she's popular at school, and she's been killing it at gymnastics. But when her cousin Cal 

moves in with her family, everything changes. Cal tells half-truths and tall tales, pranks 

Hannah constantly, and seems to be the reason her parents are fighting more and more. 

Nothing is how it used to be. She knows that Cal went through a lot after his mom died 

and she is trying to be patient, but most days Hannah just wishes Cal never moved in. 

 

This Was Our Pact by Ryan Andrews - graphic novel, adventure - 2021 Isinglass Nominee; 2019 

Kirkus Reviews Best Books of the Year  

Ryan Andrews's This Was Our Pact is an astonishing, magical-realist adventure story. It's the 

night of the annual Autumn Equinox Festival, when the town gathers to float paper lanterns 

down the river. Legend has it that after drifting out of sight, they'll soar off to the Milky Way 

and turn into brilliant stars, but could that actually be true? This year, Ben and his classmates 

are determined to find out where those lanterns really go, and to ensure success in their 

mission, they've made a pact with two simple rules: No one turns for home. No one looks 

back. The plan is to follow the river on their bikes for as long as it takes to learn the truth, but 

it isn't long before the pact is broken by all except for Ben and (much to Ben's disappointment) Nathaniel, 

the one kid who just doesn't seem to fit in. Together, Nathaniel and Ben will travel farther than anyone 

has ever gone, down a winding road full of magic, wonder, and unexpected friendship*. *And a talking 

bear. 

 

Dragon Pearl by Yoon Ha Lee -Fantasy - 2021 Isinglass Nominee 

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents Yoon Ha Lee's space opera about thirteen-

year-old Min, who comes from a long line of fox spirits. 

But you'd never know it by looking at her. To keep the family safe, Min's mother insists 

that none of them use any fox-magic, such as Charm or shape-shifting. They must 

appear human at all times. 

Min feels hemmed in by the household rules and resents the endless chores, the cousins 

who crowd her, and the aunties who judge her. She would like nothing more than to 

escape Jinju, her neglected, dust-ridden, and impoverished planet. She's counting the 

days until she can follow her older brother, Jun, into the Space Forces and see more of 

the Thousand Worlds. When word arrives that Jun is suspected of leaving his post to go in search of the 

Dragon Pearl, Min knows that something is wrong. Jun would never desert his battle cruiser, even for a 

mystical object rumored to have tremendous power. She decides to run away to find him and clear his 

name. Min's quest will have her meeting gamblers, pirates, and vengeful ghosts. It will involve deception, 

lies, and sabotage. She will be forced to use more fox-magic than ever before, and to rely on all of her 

cleverness and bravery. The outcome may not be what she had hoped, but it has the potential to exceed 

her wildest dreams. 
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Ground Zero by Alan Gratz - Historical Fiction - student recommendation for summer reading! 

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th floor of the 

World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower, creating a fiery nightmare 

of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all. Can he survive -- and escape? 

September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, but she dreams 

of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina stumbles upon a wounded 

American soldier named Taz. Should she help Taz -- and put herself and her family in mortal 

danger?Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same. 

 

 

American as Paneer Pie by Supriya Kelker - Realistic Fiction - student recommendation for summer 
reading! 
 

As the only Indian American kid in her small town, Lekha Divekar feels like she 

has two versions of herself: Home Lekha, who loves watching Bollywood movies 

and eating Indian food, and School Lekha, who pins her hair over her bindi 

birthmark and avoids confrontation at all costs, especially when someone teases 

her for being Indian. When a girl Lekha’s age moves in across the street, Lekha is 

excited to hear that her name is Avantika and she’s Desi, too! Finally, there will be 

someone else around who gets it. But as soon as Avantika speaks, Lekha realizes 

she has an accent. She’s new to this country, and not at all like Lekha. To Lekha’s 

surprise, Avantika does not feel the same way as Lekha about having two 

separate lives or about the bullying at school. Avantika doesn’t take the bullying 

quietly. And she proudly displays her culture no matter where she is: at home or at 

school. When a racist incident rocks Lekha’s community, Lekha realizes she must 

make a choice: continue to remain silent or find her voice before it’s too late. 

 

THE TALK: CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, LOVE & TRUTH edited by Wade Hudson and Cheryl 
Willis Hudson - Best of Non-Fiction 2020 

 As long as racist ideas persist, families will continue to have the difficult and 

necessary conversations with their young ones on the subject. In this inspiring 

collection, literary all-stars such as Renée Watson (Piecing Me Together), Grace Lin 

(Where the Mountain Meets the Moon), Meg Medina (Merci Suárez Changes Gears), 

Adam Gidwitz (The Inquisitor's Tale), and many more engage young people in frank 

conversations about race, identity, and self-esteem. Featuring text and images filled 

with love, acceptance, truth, peace, and an assurance that there can be hope for a 

better tomorrow, The Talk is a stirring anthology and must-have resource published in 

partnership with Just Us Books, a Black-owned children's publishing company that's 

been in operation for over thirty years. Just Us Books continues its mission grounded in the same belief 

that helped launch the company: Good books make a difference. 

 So, let's talk. 
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