
KMS Grade 6 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming sixth graders looking for great 

books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two, free choice 

books over the vacation. 

 

 

Closer to Nowhere  by Ellen Hopkins - Realistic Fiction; student recommendation for 

our summer reading list! 

For the most part, Hannah's life is just how she wants it. She has two supportive 

parents, she's popular at school, and she's been killing it at gymnastics. But when her 

cousin Cal moves in with her family, everything changes. Cal tells half-truths and tall 

tales, pranks Hannah constantly, and seems to be the reason her parents are fighting 

more and more. Nothing is how it used to be. She knows that Cal went through a lot 

after his mom died and she is trying to be patient, but most days Hannah just wishes Cal 

never moved in. 

 

 

Alone by Megan Freeman- Adventure, Novel in Verse; student recommendation for 

our summer reading list! 

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two 

best friends, she ends up waking up to a nightmare. She's alone-left behind in a town 

that has been mysteriously evacuated and abandoned. With no one to rely on, no 

power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to survive 

on her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named George and all the books 

she can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents 

clever ways to survive in a place that has been deserted and forgotten. As months 

pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie's most 

formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. 

 

Beast: Face to Face With the Florida Bigfoot by Watt Key - Supernatural, Adventure 

- student recommendation for our summer reading list! 

Adam says he can't remember where he was for the two months he went missing in a 

Florida swamp. That's not true. He does remember. The truth: He was driving with his 

parents, and the car crashed when his father swerved to avoid colliding with a giant 

Sasquatch-like creature standing in the highway. Haunted by his parents' 

disappearance and hounded for claiming to have seen Bigfoot, Adam sets off into the 

deadly wilderness on a hunt for answers as to what really happened that night. The 

answer he finds is more terrifying--and more fascinating--than he could have imagined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2357807~S8
https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2355288~S8


The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman - Fantasy – Great Stone Face nomination and 

a student recommendation for summer reading list! 

Kate and her younger brother Tom lead dull, uninteresting lives. And if their dull, 

uninteresting parents are anything to go by, they don't have much to look forward to. 

Why can't Kate have thrilling adventures and save the world the way people do in 

books? Even her 11th birthday is shaping up to be mundane -- that is, until her 

mysterious and highly irresponsible Uncle Herbert, whom she's never even met 

before, surprises her with the most unexpected, exhilarating, inappropriate birthday 

present of all time: a colossal steam locomotive called the Silver Arrow. 

Kate and Tom's parents want to send it right back where it came from. But Kate and 

Tom have other ideas -- and so does the Silver Arrow -- and soon they're off to 

distant lands along magical rail lines in the company of an assortment of exotic animals who, it turns out, 

can talk. With only curiosity, excitement, their own resourcefulness and the thrill of the unknown to guide 

them, Kate and Tom are on the adventure of a lifetime . . . and who knows? They just might end up 

saving the world after all. 

 

 

Stamped (for kids) : Racism, Antiracism, and You by Ibram Kendi, Adapted by Jason 

Reynolds - NonFiction 

Talking about race is one of the most important things to learn how to do.Adapted from 

the award-winning, bestselling Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, this book takes 

readers on a journey from present to past and back again. Kids will discover where racist 

ideas came from, identify how they impact America today, and meet those who have 

fought racism with antiracism. Along the way, they'll learn how to identify and stamp out 

racist thoughts in their own lives. Ibram X. Kendi's research, Jason Reynolds's and Sonja 

Cherry-Paul's writing, and Rachelle Baker's art come together in this vital read, enhanced with a glossary, 

timeline, and more. 

 

 

Baby-Sitters Club - Graphic Novels based on the series by Ann 

Martin; student recommendation for summer reading list! 

Kristy, Mary Anne, Claudia, and Stacey are best friends and 

founding members of The Baby-sitters Club. Whatever comes up -

- cranky toddlers, huge dogs, scary neighbors, prank calls -- you 

can count on them to save the day. Baby-sitting isn't always easy, 

and neither is dealing with strict parents, new families, fashion 

emergencies, and mysterious secrets. But no matter what, the 

BSC have what they need most: friendship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2357883~S8
https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2389071~S8
https://ksclib.keene.edu/search~S8/?searchtype=X&searcharg=baby+sitters+club+graphic+novel&searchscope=8&sortdropdown=-&SORT=D&extended=0&SUBMIT=Search&searchlimits=&searchorigarg=.b2389071


Ground Zero by Alan Gratz - Historical Fiction -  student recommendation for our summer 

reading list! 

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th floor of the 

World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower, creating a fiery nightmare 

of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all. Can he survive -- and escape? 

September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, but she dreams 

of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina stumbles upon a wounded 

American soldier named Taz. Should she help Taz -- and put herself and her family in mortal 

danger?Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same. 

 

https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2388890~S8

