
KMS Grade 8 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming eighth graders looking for great 

books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two, free choice 

books over the vacation. 

 
We Are Not Free by Traci Chee - Historical Fiction - National Book Award Finalist; Printz Honor Book 2021 

We Are Not Free, the collective account of a tight-knit group of young Nisei, second-
generation Japanese American citizens, whose lives are irrevocably changed by the 
mass U.S. incarcerations of World War II.  
Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco.  
Fourteen teens who form a community and a family, as interconnected as they are 
conflicted. Fourteen teens whose lives are turned upside down when over 100,000 
people of Japanese ancestry are removed from their homes and forced into 
desolate incarceration camps. In a world that seems determined to hate them, these 
young Nisei must rally together as racism and injustice threaten to pull them apart. 
 

 

 

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz - Historical Fiction - student recommendation for summer 

reading 

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th floor of 

the World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower, creating a fiery 

nightmare of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all. Can he survive -- and 

escape? 

September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, but she 

dreams of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina stumbles upon a 

wounded American soldier named Taz. Should she help Taz -- and put herself and her family in 

mortal danger?Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same. 

 

 

SANCTUARY by Paola Mendoza and Abby Sher- Dystopian - Starred reviews from Kirkus, 
Publisher’s Weekly & School Library Journal 

It's 2032, and in this near-future America, all citizens are chipped and everyone is 
tracked--from buses to grocery stores. It's almost impossible to survive as an 
undocumented immigrant, but that's exactly what sixteen-year-old Vali is doing. She and 
her family have carved out a stable, happy life in small-town Vermont, but when Vali's 
mother's counterfeit chip starts malfunctioning and the Deportation Forces raid their 
town, they are forced to flee. Now on the run, Vali and her family are desperately trying 
to make it to her tia Luna's in California, a sanctuary state that is currently being walled 
off from the rest of the country. But when Vali's mother is detained before their journey 
even really begins, Vali must carry on with her younger brother across the country to 
make it to safety before it's too late. Gripping and urgent, co-authors Paola Mendoza and 
Abby Sher have crafted a narrative that is as haunting as it is hopeful in envisioning a 
future where everyone can find sanctuary. 
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All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team By Christina Soontornvat - 
NonFiction - Newbery Honor Book 2021 

 

On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars soccer team and their 

coach enter a cave in northern Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure. But when 

they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block their path out. The boys are trapped! 

Before long, news of the missing team spreads, launching a seventeen-day rescue 

operation involving thousands of rescuers from around the globe. As the world sits 

vigil, people begin to wonder: how long can a group of ordinary kids survive in 

complete darkness, with no food or clean water? 

 

 

New Kid and Class Act by Jerry Craft - Realistic Fiction, graphic novels, Newbery Award 

winner 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But 

instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious 

private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire 

grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale 

Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not 

really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping 

his friends and staying true to himself? 

 

Class Act - companion to New Kid 

Eighth grader Drew Ellis recognizes that he is't afforded the same opportunities, no 

matter how hard he works, that his privileged classmates at the Riverdale Academy 

Day School take for granted, and to make matters worse, Drew begins to feel as if his 

good friend Liam might be one of those privileged kids and is finding it hard not to 

withdraw, even as their mutual friend Jordan tries to keep their group of friends 

together. 

 

 

THE TALK: CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, LOVE & TRUTH edited by Wade Hudson and Cheryl 
Willis Hudson - Best of Non-Fiction 2020 
 As long as racist ideas persist, families will continue to have the difficult and necessary conversations with their 

young ones on the subject. In this inspiring collection, literary all-stars such as Renée Watson (Piecing Me 

Together), Grace Lin (Where the Mountain Meets the Moon), Meg Medina (Merci Suárez Changes Gears), 

Adam Gidwitz (The Inquisitor's Tale), and many more engage young people in frank conversations about race, 

identity, and self-esteem. Featuring text and images filled with love, acceptance, truth, peace, and an assurance 

that there can be hope for a better tomorrow, The Talk is a stirring anthology and must-have resource published 

in partnership with Just Us Books, a Black-owned children's publishing company that's been in operation for over 

thirty years. Just Us Books continues its mission grounded in the same belief that helped launch the company: 

Good books make a difference.                So, let's talk. 
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When the Stars Lead to You by Roni Davis - Romance - student recommendation for summer 

reading 

Eighteen-year-old Devon longs for two things. 

The stars.And the boy she fell in love with last summer. 

When Ashton breaks Devon's heart at the end of the most romantic and magical summer ever, she 

thinks her heart will never heal again. But over the course of the following year, Devon finds herself 

slowly putting the broken pieces back together. 

Now it's senior year and she's determined to enjoy every moment of it, as she prepares for a future 

studying galaxies. That is, until Ashton shows up on the first day of school. 

Can she forgive and open her heart to him again? Or are they doomed to repeat history? 

 

 

 

The Voting Booth by Brandy Colbert - Realistic Fiction - student recommendation for summer 

reading 

Marva Sheridan was born ready for this day. She's always been driven to make a difference in the world, 

and what better way than to vote in her first election? 

Duke Crenshaw is so done with this election. He just wants to get voting over with so he can 

prepare for his band's first paying gig tonight. 

Only problem? Duke can't vote. 

When Marva sees Duke turned away from their polling place, she takes it upon herself to make 

sure his vote is counted. She hasn't spent months doorbelling and registering voters just to see 

someone denied their right. And that's how their whirlwind day begins, rushing from precinct to 

precinct, cutting school, waiting in endless lines, turned away time and again, trying to do one 

simple thing: vote. They may have started out as strangers, but as Duke and Marva team up to 

beat a rigged system (and find Marva's missing cat), it's clear that there's more to their 

connection than a shared mission for democracy. 

The Selection Series - Kiera Cass - Dystopian Romance  

Student recommendation for summer reading 

The Selection Series follows the journey of America Singer for the first 

three novels of this series. She is a young girl who was selected to enter a 

competition called The Selection, which is supposed to help the heir to the 

throne find their partner for life. In America's case, she is chosen to be one 

of the thirty-five girls to compete for Prince Maxon's heart and to be the 

next princess of a future country called Illéa. However, this means leaving 

her family and secret boyfriend Aspen behind. She is stuck between two 

worlds and realizes that life as one of the competitors is not what she 

expected. 
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