
 

Friends of the Keene Public Library 
Executive Board Meeting October 14, 2020 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm via zoom 
 
Present:  Jill Cielinski, Kathleen Chertok, Marilyn Gemmell, Michelle Fuller, Sally 
Rinehart, Jan Manwaring, Paul Ledell, Dave Meader, Mike Chelstowski, Marti Fiske, 
Kathleen Kennedy Burke, Gail Zachariah  
 
Absent:  Jen English 
 
President’s Remarks:  Jill was delayed so the meeting was brought order by VP Kathleen 
Chertok. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The September minutes were presented by email to the board and 
tonight there were no corrections. Sally Rinehart made the motion to accept the minutes 
as presented. Marilyn Gemmell seconded the motion. All approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Marilyn notes that due to the pandemic and delays with the pick up 
process with the mail at the library she has included the financial information through 
October 12, 2020 in this months report. Of note: She reports that the library is staying 
within the budgeted amount allocated but some of the category line item amounts  have 
shifted. She also mentions that there are now 73 memberships with 24 of those from 
people who did not donate last year. 
Paul Ledell made the motion to accept the treasurers report as presented. Michelle 
Fuller accepted the motion. All approved. 
 
Trustees Report:  Kathleen KB reports that Chuck Redfern was welcomed as a returning 
new trustee after a year’s hiatus. She goes on to note that at the September meeting it was 
reported that all but $7,000 of the campaign contributions had been collected. 
The Trustees are going to go ahead now with further work on the sound system in 
Heberton Hall.  They are working on updating policies including the new smoking policy 
which will prohibit any smoking on the library campus and eliminate any outside 
designated smoking areas. She notes that Sally Miller has stepped down. And finally that 
the Cheshire County Literacy Committee is being reestablished at this time to look at 
youth issues during the pandemic. 
 
Director’s Report:  Marti reports that the decision was reaffirmed that the library meeting 
rooms will not be available to the public during the pandemic.  Though, it is possible that 
The City may use one occasionally if the need arises.  
After a month and a half of the new weekday hours the busiest time is now right after 
school between 3-4pm. and there is a fairly sustained number, around 33, at one time 
which is well below what is allowed with current pandemic guidelines. 



 

Finally Marti reports that a second new Trustee- Yves Gakunde- will be coming on board 
next month. 
 
Finance Committee:  Paul reports that the finance committee met on October 12. Alan 
Stroshine and Paul reviewed their suggestions at that meeting to tweak both the long and 
short term holdings in the Heberton Funds accounts to the remaining committee 
members.  The committee concurred with the suggestions and tonight they are presented 
to the board. 
It’s recommended in the long term account to sell all eight single stocks and move the 
money into multiple American Funds. The entire account will be rebalanced but maintain 
70% in equity holdings and 30% in fixed income. 
In the short term account $30,000 of approximately $37,000 in cash will be put into two 
different American funds with the goal to generate more income. Paul notes that at any 
time withdrawals can be made from the short term account without penalty. 
Sally Rinehart made the motion to approve these recommended changes by our financial 
advisor and the finance committee. Kathleen Chertok seconded the motion. All approved. 
 
Nominating Commitee:  Sally reports that the committee met again as planned and each 
committee member took one of the four potential names that had been suggested to call 
and inquire as to their interest. Of the four two declined at the present due to other 
commitments; one contact information is still needed and Gail Z will forward it along; 
and the last person is definitely interested and provided a brief bio that Sally presented to 
the board. The prospective candidate -Lou Anne Beauregard will be provided with copies 
of our by laws and our new or potential board member packet and will be invited to 
attend our next zoom board meeting. Lou Anne is currently a FKPL member and 
volunteers during the book sale preparation and at the actual sale. 
 
The committee feels they have the time currently to propose and interview possible board 
member candidates. To actually develop a long term process/policy for recruitment is a 
stumbling block at this time. However, Paul, a committee member, is forwarding two 
sample forms outlining the process for soliciting board members. He will also send an 
outline of the information one might request from a prospective applicant. These are for 
the entire FKPL board to review and prepare comment. 
 
The committee also suggests looking for diversity in potential board members and this 
avenue will be investigated further as it is felt to be an appropriate avenue to pursue. 
 
Newsletter: The goal will be to have a newsletter out before the end of the year. Jill is 
putting out requests for content. 
 
Book Sale Committee:  Kathleen reports, as per last month, that donations remain on hold 
and there are no plans at this time to resume their collection or to have any volunteer 
sorting or pricing events due to the pandemic restrictions. 



 

 
Other Business:  Life Magazines remain in the Friend’s space covering two full row of 
tables. Sally reports that they are mostly in poor condition but she and Lou Anne 
arranged the boxes by the dates listed on the outside of the box. No plan has been 
confirmed for their sale or dispersal though there is a potential to donate them to a history 
instructor at KSC who expressed an interest previously. Sally will try to contact him and 
offer to donate them. 
 
Due to Veteran’s Day holiday in November our next meeting will be Tuesday 11/10. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:23pm. 
 
Upcoming meeting date:    2020- 11/10; 12/9;   2021- 1/13; 2/10; 3/10; 4/14; 5/12; and 6/9. 


