
KMS Grade 6 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming sixth graders looking for great 
books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two, free choice 
books over the vacation and participate in KMS Reads. 

Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick - Adventure/Survival -  In this fast-paced story, 12-year-old 
Sam is trapped by explosive flames and deadly smoke that threaten to take his life. Can 
he survive? Flames race toward Sam Castine's summer camp as evacuation buses are 
loading, but Sam runs back to get his phone. Suddenly, a flash of heat blasts him as pine 
trees explode. Now a wall of fire separates Sam from his bus, and there's only one thing to 
do: Run for his life. Run or die. Lungs burning, Sam's only goal is to keep moving. Drought 
has made the forest a tinderbox, and Sam struggles to remember survival tricks he 
learned from his late father. Then, when he least expects it, he encounters Delphy, an 

older girl who is also lost. Their unlikely friendship grows as they join forces to find civilization. The pace 
never slows, and eventually flames surround Sam and Delphy on all sides. A powerful bond is forged that 
can only grow out of true hardship -- as two true friends beat all odds and outwit one of the deadliest fires 
ever. 

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman -  Humorous Fiction  - Great Stone Face 
Nominee for 2019-20 
The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train 
wrecks. Like Aldo, with anger management issues; Parker, who can't read; Kiana, who 
doesn't even belong in the class--or any class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain). The 
Unteachables have been removed from the student body and isolated in room 117. Their 
teacher is Mr. Zachary Kermit, the most burned-out teacher in all of Greenwich. He was 
once a rising star, but his career was shattered by a cheating scandal that still haunts him. 

After years of phoning it in, he is finally one year away from early retirement. But the superintendent has 
his own plans to torpedo that idea--and it involves assigning Mr. Kermit to the Unteachables. The 
Unteachables never thought they'd find a teacher who had a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit 
never thought he would actually care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, 
room 117 will experience mayhem, destruction--and maybe even a shot at redemption. 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise  by Dan Gemeinhart - Realistic Fiction 
Five years. That's how long Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, have lived on the road in an 
old school bus, criss-crossing the nation. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her mom 
and two sisters in a car crash. 
Coyote hasn't been home in all that time, but when she learns that the park in her old 
neighborhood is being demolished--the very same park where she, her mom, and her 
sisters buried a treasured memory box--she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad to 
drive 3,600 miles back to Washington state in four days...without him realizing it. Along 
the way, they'll pick up a strange crew of misfit travelers. Lester has a lady love to meet. Salvador and his 
mom are looking to start over. Val needs a safe place to be herself. And then there's Gladys...Over the 
course of thousands of miles, Coyote will learn that going home can sometimes be the hardest journey of 
all...but that with friends by her side, she just might be able to turn her "once upon a time" into a "happily 
ever after." 

 j New MG PHILBRICK 

j FIC KORMAN

 MG GEMEINHART  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPLQ_AK9aK1kwV0MoGOmRUmwy60M3JPuwcgMSjpex6Or7WmA/viewform
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I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912  by Georgia Ball -  Graphic Novel - Great 
Stone Face Nominee for 2020-21 
A thrilling graphic novel adaptation of Lauren Tarshis's bestselling I Survived the Sinking 
of the Titanic, 1912! Ten-year-old George Calder can't wait to explore every inch of the 
Titanic, even if his little sister, Phoebe, has to tag along. But when George sneaks away 
without her and ventures into the first class baggage room, a terrible boom shakes the 
entire boat. Suddenly, water is everywhere, and George's life changes forever... 

Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds -Realistic - National Book Award Finalist 2019 
This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from the sky. But no one 
saw it happen. They were all too busy-- 
Talking about boogers. 
Stealing pocket change. 
Skateboarding. 
Wiping out. 
Braving up. 
Executing complicated handshakes. 
Planning an escape. 
Making jokes. 
Lotioning up. 
Finding comfort. 
But mostly, too busy walking home. 
Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dismissal bell rings, and 
brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the detours we face on the 
walk home, and in life. 

Guts by Raina Telgemeier - Graphic Memoir 
A true story from Raina Telgemeier, the author of Smile, Sisters, Drama, and Ghosts! Raina 
wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too, so it's probably just 
a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where she's dealing with the usual highs and lows: 
friends, not-friends, and classmates who think the school year is just one long gross-out 
session. It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... and it coincides 
with her worries about food, school, and changing friendships. What's going on? 

Changeling (Oddmire, Book 1) by William Ritter - Fantasy 
Magic is fading from the Wild Wood. To renew it, goblins must perform an ancient ritual 
involving the rarest of their kind;a newborn changeling. But when the night arrives to trade a 
human baby for a goblin one, something goes terribly wrong. After laying the changeling in a 
human infant’s crib, the goblin Kull is briefly distracted. By the time he turns back, the 
changeling has already perfectly mimicked the human child. Too perfectly: Kull cannot tell 
them apart, so he leaves both babies behind. Tinn and Cole are raised as human twins, neither 
knowing what secrets may be buried deep inside one of them. When they are thirteen years 
old, a mysterious message arrives, calling the brothers to be heroes and protectors of magic. 
The boys must leave their sleepy town and risk their lives in the Wild Wood, journeying through 
the Deep Dark to reach the goblin horde and uncover who they truly are. In this first book in a new 
fantasy-adventure series, New York Times bestselling author William Ritter takes readers on a journey of 
monsters, magic, and discovery. 

 j GREAT STONE FACE BK 

 j New FIC REYNOLDS  

j New GRAPHIC NOVEL GUTS 

j New MG RITTER  
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KMS Grade 7 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming seventh graders looking for great 
books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two, free choice 
books over the vacation and to participate in KMS Reads. 

Torpedoed : The True Story of the World War II Sinking of "The Children's Ship" by Deborah 
Heiligman - nonfiction -YALSA's Award for Excellence in Nonfiction Honor Book 2020 
In 1940, the passenger ship City of Benares set sail from Britain, carrying 200 
passengers, many of them children hoping to escape the ravages of war. Before they 
could reach safety, the ship was struck by a torpedo, and a tragic race to save the 
passengers began. Cinematic language, extensive back matter, archival photos and 
dramatic illustrations bring this suspenseful and devastating story to life. 

They Called Us Enemy by George Takai - Graphic memoir, history 
A stunning graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George Takei's childhood 
imprisoned within American concentration camps during World War II. Experience the 
forces that shaped an American icon -- and America itself -- in this gripping tale of 
courage, country, loyalty, and love.George Takei has captured hearts and minds 
worldwide with his captivating stage presence and outspoken commitment to equal 
rights. But long before he braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a 
four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his father's -- and their entire 
family forced from their home into an uncertain future.In 1942, at the order of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the west coast was 

rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from home, 
where they would be held for years under armed guard. They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand 
account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his 
mother's hard choices, his father's faith in democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds 
for his astonishing future. 

Ghost of Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen - realistic fiction, adventure fiction 
If you enjoyed reading Touching Spirit Bear this spring, the sequel may be the perfect 
summer read for you! 
Cole Matthews returns to civilization after his year of exile in the Alaskan wilderness and 
is ready to face high school, but when the school bullies begin to target his friend, Peter, 
Cole feels his rage once again coming to the surface and worries high school may prove 
harder to survive than the wilderness. 

On Thin Ice  by Michael Northrop - realistic fiction Isinglass Nominee 2020 
The way twelve-year-old Ked Eakins of Norton, Maine, sees it his life has been stolen from 
him, piece by piece; first by kyphosis, a spinal abnormality which has made him a social 
outcast at school and a target for the school bully, by his friends who have recently 
abandoned him, by his mother who left for the West Coast taking the insurance which might 
have saved him with her, and by his father who is a gambling addict who has lost the rent 
money--but Ked is a builder, and using the school's Maker Space he intends to build his life 
back, and maybe make a few real friends, and save his father while he is at it. 

 j New 940.542 HEILI 

YA GRAPHIC NOVEL THEY  

MG MIKAELSEN  and MG CD MIKAELSEN  

Overdrive eBook
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This Was Our Pact by Ryan Andrews - graphic novel, adventure - 2019 Booklist Editor's Choice; 2019 
Kirkus Reviews Best Books of the Year  

Ryan Andrews's This Was Our Pact is an astonishing, magical-realist adventure story. 
It's the night of the annual Autumn Equinox Festival, when the town gathers to float 
paper lanterns down the river. Legend has it that after drifting out of sight, they'll soar off 
to the Milky Way and turn into brilliant stars, but could that actually be true? This year, 
Ben and his classmates are determined to find out where those lanterns really go, and to 
ensure success in their mission, they've made a pact with two simple rules: No one turns 
for home. No one looks back. The plan is to follow the river on their bikes for as long as it 
takes to learn the truth, but it isn't long before the pact is broken by all except for Ben 

and (much to Ben's disappointment) Nathaniel, the one kid who just doesn't seem to fit in. Together, 
Nathaniel and Ben will travel farther than anyone has ever gone, down a winding road full of magic, 
wonder, and unexpected friendship*. *And a talking bear. 

Creep by Eireann Corrigan - thriller/horror  ON ORDER
Every neighborhood has that house—the creepy one, haunted or owned by a witch or the 
site of grisly murders. In Glennon Heights, where Olivia has lived her entire life, that house 
is 16 Olcott Place, former home of a wealthy family who have since fallen from grace. 
After Olivia makes friends with new resident Janie Donahue, strange and spooky notes 
signed by the “Sentry of Glennon Heights” begin showing up, threatening Janie. The 
tension ramps up as more letters arrive, their threats hitting closer to home. Is the Sentry 
a ghost of some kind, or a community member bent on preserving the historical house? 
When Janie’s parents get involved, the true mystery begins. Whoever is doing this knows 
things about the Donahues and their house that no one else does. 

Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibbs - Adventure 2020 Texas Lone Star Reading 
List 

Charlie Thorne is a genius. 
Charlie Thorne is a thief. 
Charlie Thorne isn't old enough to drive. 
And now it's up to her to save the world… 
Decades ago, Albert Einstein devised an equation that could benefit all life on earth--or 
destroy it. Fearing what would happen if the equation fell into the wrong hands, he hid it. 
But now, a diabolical group known as the Furies are closing in on its location. In 
desperation, a team of CIA agents drags Charlie into the hunt, needing her brilliance to find it first--even 
though this means placing her life in grave danger. In a breakneck adventure that spans the globe, 
Charlie must crack a complex code created by Einstein himself, struggle to survive in a world where no 
one can be trusted, and fight to keep the last equation safe once and for all. 

j New GRAPHIC NOVEL THIS  

 j New MG GIBBS and j Playaway GIBBS  
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Love & Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch - romance, realistic fiction - 2019 Isinglass Award Nominee 
A summer in Italy turns into a road trip across Tuscany in this sweeping debut novel filled with romance, 
mystery, and adventure. Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood for Italy’s 

famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She’s only there because it was her mother’s 
dying wish that she get to know her father. But what kind of father isn’t around for sixteen 
years? All Lina wants to do is get back home.But then Lina is given a journal that her 
mom had kept when she lived in Italy. Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world of 
secret romances, art, and hidden bakeries. A world that inspires Lina, along with the 
ever-so-charming Ren, to follow in her mother’s footsteps and unearth a secret that has 
been kept from Lina for far too long. It’s a secret that will change everything she knew 
about her mother, her father—and even herself. People come to Italy for love and gelato, 

someone tells her, but sometimes they discover much more. 

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia - fantasy Coretta Scott King Author 
Honor, 2020 
Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend when 
they were in a bus accident together. All he has left of Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in. 

Tristan is dreading the month he's going to spend on his grandparents' farm in Alabama, 
where he's being sent to heal from the tragedy. But on his first night there, a sticky 
creature shows up in his bedroom and steals Eddie's notebook. Tristan chases after it--is 
that a doll?--and a tug-of-war ensues between them underneath a Bottle Tree. In a last 
attempt to wrestle the journal out of the creature's hands, Tristan punches the tree, 
accidentally ripping open a chasm into the MidPass, a volatile place with a burning sea, 
haunted bone ships, and iron monsters that are hunting the inhabitants of this world. 
Tristan finds himself in the middle of a battle that has left black American folk heroes John 
Henry and Brer Rabbit exhausted. In order to get back home, Tristan and these new allies 

will need to entice the god Anansi, the Weaver, to come out of hiding and seal the hole in the sky. But 
bartering with the trickster Anansi always comes at a price. Can Tristan save this world before he loses 
more of the things he loves? 

The Trouble with Shooting Stars by Meg Cannistra - Fantasy 
Wonder meets Mary Poppins in this heartfelt debut novel about magic, 
healing, and the importance of family. 
Twelve-year-old Luna loves the nighttime more than anything else. It's when 
no one gives her "that look" about the half mask she has to wear while healing 
from a disfiguring car accident. It's also the perfect time to sit outside and draw 
what she sees. Like the boy and girl from the new family next door...zipping 
out of the window in a zeppelin and up to the stars. 
At first she thinks she's dreaming. But one night they catch her watching. Now 
Luna spends her nights on adventures with them, as they clean full moons, 
arrange constellations, and catch jars of stardust. She even gets to make a 
wish on a shooting star they catch. 
But Luna learns that no wish is strong enough to erase the past--as much as 
she may hope to. 

YA FIC WELCH  

 j New MG MBALIA  and MG Playaway MBALI  

ON ORDER
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KMS Grade 8 Suggested Summer Reading 
The following list offers suggestions, not requirements, for incoming eighth graders looking for great 
books to read during the summer months. All students are encouraged to read at least two books over the 
vacation and to participate in KMS READS. 

The Lovely and the Lost by Jennifer Barnes -Survival Fiction 2020 Texas Lone Star Reading List 
Kira Bennett's earliest memories are of living alone and wild in the woods. She has no idea how long she 
was on her own or what she had to do to survive, but she remembers the moment that Cady Bennett and 

one of her search-and-rescue dogs found her. Adopted into the Bennett family, Kira still 
struggles with human interaction years later, but she excels at the family business: search 
and rescue. Together with Cady's son, Jude, and their neighbor, Free, Kira works 
alongside Cady to train the world's most elite search-and-rescue dogs. Someday, all 
three teenagers hope to put their skills to use, finding the lost and bringing them home. 
When Cady's estranged father, the enigmatic Bales Bennett, tracks his daughter down 
and asks for her help in locating a missing child -- one of several visitors who has 
disappeared in the Sierra Glades National Park in the past twelve months -- the teens find 
themselves on the front lines sooner than they could have ever expected. As the search 

through seven hundred and fifty thousand acres of unbridled wilderness intensifies, Kira becomes 
obsessed with finding the missing child. She knows all too well what it's like to be lost in the wilderness, 
fighting for survival, alone. 

Gutless by Carl Deuker - Sports Fiction School Library Connection starred 
Middle school is over, and Brock Ripley’s life is about to change. In high school, he 
enters the orbit of Hunter Gates, the school’s handsome quarterback and vicious bully. 
Hunter and Brock click as a passer-receiver duo, and Brock decides to give up soccer 
for football: he understands the perks of being in Hunter’s circle—pretty girls, minor 
celebrity around school, and at least he won’t be Hunter’s victim. But Brock’s new friend 
Richie Fang is. Does Brock have the guts to stand up for a friend and lose the protection 
of Hunter? 

Pet by Akwaeke Emezi - Fantasy - A National Book Award Finalist and Stonewall Book Award Winner 
There are no monsters anymore, or so the children in the city of Lucille are taught. Jam 
and her best friend, Redemption, have grown up with this lesson all their life. But when 
Jam meets Pet, a creature made of horns and colors and claws, who emerges from one 
of her mother's paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, she must reconsider what she's 
been told. Pet has come to hunt a monster, and the shadow of something grim lurks in 
Redemption's house. Jam must fight not only to protect her best friend, but also to 
uncover the truth, and the answer to the question--How do you save the world from 
monsters if no one will admit they exist? 

YA FIC BARNES  

YA FIC DEUKER  

YA SF EMEZI  
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https://ksclib.keene.edu/record=b2347856~S9


They Called Us Enemy by George Takai - Graphic memoir, history 
A stunning graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George Takei's childhood 
imprisoned within American concentration camps during World War II. Experience the 
forces that shaped an American icon -- and America itself -- in this gripping tale of 
courage, country, loyalty, and love.George Takei has captured hearts and minds 
worldwide with his captivating stage presence and outspoken commitment to equal 
rights. But long before he braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a 
four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his father's -- and their entire 
family forced from their home into an uncertain future.In 1942, at the order of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the west coast was 

rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from home, 
where they would be held for years under armed guard. They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand 
account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his 
mother's hard choices, his father's faith in democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds 
for his astonishing future. 

Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang - Graphic memoir/sports Booklist starred, Publishers Weekly 
starred 
In his latest graphic novel, Dragon Hoops, author Gene Luen Yang turns the spotlight on his life, his 
family, and the high school where he teaches. Gene understands stories—comic book stories, in 
particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always wins. But Gene doesn’t get sports. As a kid, his 

friends called him “Stick” and every basketball game he played ended in pain. He lost 
interest in basketball long ago, but at the high school where he now teaches, it's all 
anyone can talk about. The men’s varsity team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal 
season that’s been decades in the making. Each victory brings them closer to their 
ultimate goal: the California State Championships. Once Gene gets to know these young 
all-stars, he realizes that their story is just as thrilling as anything he’s seen on a comic 
book page. He knows he has to follow this epic to its end. What he doesn’t know yet is 
that this season is not only going to change the Dragons’ lives, but his own life as well.. 

Scythe (Arc Of A Scythe, Book 1) by Neal Shusterman - Science Fiction  Michael L. Printz Honor, 
2017 
Two teens must learn the "art of killing" in this Printz Honor-winning book, the first in 
a chilling new series from Neal Shusterman, author of the New York Times 
bestselling Unwind dystology. A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: 
humanity has conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now 
Scythes are the only ones who can end life--and they are commanded to do so, in 
order to keep the size of the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to 
apprentice to a scythe--a role that neither wants. These teens must master the "art" 
of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own. 
Scythe is the first novel of a thrilling new series by National Book Award-winning 
author Neal Shusterman in which Citra and Rowan learn that a perfect world comes 
only with a heavy price. 

YA GRAPHIC NOVEL THEY  

 j New GRAPHIC NOVEL DRAGON  

YA SF SHUSTERMAN  
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The Rest of the Story by Sarah Dessen - Romance 
Emma Saylor doesn't remember a lot about her mother, who died when Emma was twelve. But she does 
remember the stories her mom told her about the big lake that went on forever, with cold, clear water and 
mossy trees at the edges. Now it's just Emma and her dad, and life is good, if a little predictable...until 

Emma is unexpectedly sent to spend the summer with her mother's family that she 
hasn't seen since she was a little girl. When Emma arrives at North Lake, she 
realizes there are actually two very different communities there. Her mother grew up 
in working class North Lake, while her dad spent summers in the wealthier Lake 
North resort. The more time Emma spends there, the more it starts to feel like she is 
also divided into two people. To her father, she is Emma. But to her new family, she 
is Saylor, the name her mother always called her.Then there's Roo, the boy who 
was her very best friend when she was little. Roo holds the key to her family's 
history, and slowly, he helps her put the pieces together about her past. It's hard not 
to get caught up in the magic of North Lake--and Saylor finds herself falling under 
Roo's spell as well.For Saylor, it's like a whole new world is opening up to her. But 

when it's time to go back home, which side of her--Emma or Saylor--will win out? 

Black Brother, Black Brother  by Jewell Parker Rhodes - Realistic Fiction Booklist starred 
Framed. Bullied. Disliked. But I know I can still be the best. 
Sometimes, 12-year-old Donte wishes he were invisible. As one of the few black boys at Middlefield Prep, 
most of the students don't look like him. They don't like him either. Dubbing him "Black Brother," 
Donte's teachers and classmates make it clear they wish he were more like his lighter-skinned 
brother, Trey. When he's bullied and framed by the captain of the fencing team, "King" Alan, 
he's suspended from school and arrested for something he didn't do. Terrified, searching for a 
place where he belongs, Donte joins a local youth center and meets former Olympic fencer 
Arden Jones. With Arden's help, he begins training as a competitive fencer, setting his sights on 
taking down the fencing team captain, no matter what. As Donte hones his fencing skills and 
grows closer to achieving his goal, he learns the fight for justice is far from over. Now Donte 
must confront his bullies, racism, and the corrupt systems of power that led to his arrest. 

YA FIC DESSEN  

j New MG RHODES  
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