
KEENE CITY COUNCIL
Council Chambers, Keene City Hall

February 3, 2022
7:00 PM

  
 ROLL CALL
  
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
  
 MINUTES FROM PRECEDING MEETING
 • January 20, 2022
  
A. HEARINGS / PRESENTATIONS / PROCLAMATIONS
  
B. ELECTIONS / NOMINATIONS / APPOINTMENTS / CONFIRMATIONS
 1. Confirmations

 Partner City Committee
 Human Rights Committee

 2. Nominations

 Historic District Commission
 Energy & Climate Committee
 Congregate Living and Social Services Licensing Board

  
C. COMMUNICATIONS
 1. Loretta Simonds - Damage to a Sewer Line and House Foundation at 79 

Woodburn Street and a Request to Remove a Nearby City Tree 
 2. Adam Toepfer/Keene Pride - Request to Use City Property - September 

11-18, 2022
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D. REPORTS - COUNCIL COMMITTEES
 1. Kevin Leary – Access to Property Through the Old Gilsum Road – Public 

Works Director/ACM
 2. Relocation of Woodard Pond Road – City Attorney
 3. Maintenance of the Wilson Pond Dam - City Manager
 4. Monica Marshall – Request that Main Street be Designated as a Smoke-

Free Zone
 5. American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for Libraries - Library Director

  
E. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
  
F. REPORTS - CITY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS
 1. Ordinance O-2021-16-B:  Relating to the Wearing of Face Coverings
  
G. REPORTS - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
 1. Resignation of Andrew Dey from the Energy and Climate Committee
 2. Resignation of Abigail Abrash Walton from the Congregate Living and 

Social Services Licensing Board
  
H. REPORTS - MORE TIME
  
I. ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING
  
J. ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING
  
K. RESOLUTIONS
  
 NON PUBLIC SESSION
  
 ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #B.1.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Mayor George S. Hansel
  

Through: Patricia Little, City Clerk
  

Subject: Confirmations

 Partner City Committee
 Human Rights Committee

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022
Voted unanimously to confirm the nominations.
 
Recommendation:
 
Attachments:
1. Schwieger, Heidi_redacted
 
Background:
I hereby nominate the following individuals to serve on the designated Board or Commission:
 

Partner City Committee
Michael Giacomo, Councilor, slot 2 Term to expire Dec. 31, 2023
re-nomination

Human Rights Committee
Heidi Schwieger, alternate, slot 11 Term to expire Dec. 31, 2024
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #B.2.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Mayor George S Hansel
  

Through: Patricia Little, City Clerk
  

Subject: Nominations

 Historic District Commission
 Energy & Climate Committee
 Congregate Living and Social Services Licensing Board

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022
Tabled the nominations until the next regular meeting.
 
Recommendation:
 
Attachments:
1. Background _Cunha_Vasconcelos redacted
2. Background Campbell_redacted
3. Background Savastano_redacted
 
Background:
I hereby nominate the following individuals to serve on the designated board or commission:
 

Historic District Commission
Sophia Cunha-Vasconcelos, slot 9 Term to expire Dec. 31, 2023
21 Summer Street

Energy & Climate Committee
Beth Campbell, slot 11 Term to expire Dec. 31, 2024
32 Upper Knight Street

Congregate Living and Social Services 
Licensing Board
Thomas Salvastano, slot 4 Term to expire Dec. 31, 2023
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75 Winter Street
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #C.1.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Loretta Simonds
  

Through: Patricia Little, City Clerk
  

Subject: Loretta Simonds - Damage to a Sewer Line and House Foundation at 79 
Woodburn Street and a Request to Remove a Nearby City Tree 

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022
Referred to Municipal Services, Facilities and Infrastructure Committee.
 
Recommendation:
 
Attachments:
1. Communication_Simonds_Sewer Line_Redacted
2. Sewer Line - 79 Woodburn
3. Root Damage
 
Background:
Loretta Simonds who lives at 79 Woodburn Street believes that her house foundation and a sewer 
line are being damaged from the roots of a nearby City tree.  Ms. Simonds provided an inspection 
report from a NH Septic System Licensed Evaluator who is suggesting that because of the location of 
the mature trees in relation to the sewer line, as well as tree roots that were observed in the cellar, 
the roots have intruded into the sewer line.  
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                                                                                         Eric J. Eichner 

                                                                                           (603) 313-8600 

Eric@inspectionsbyeric.com 
 

 

This evaluation is useful in determining the general condition of the sewer pipe system at the time of the evaluation 
and is not an estimate of system longevity.  This report is based on the evaluation methods used, and information 
available at the time of this evaluation and is to be considered ‘an opinion’ with no guarantee expressed, implied or 
presumed under any circumstances. 
 

 
Sewer Line Evaluation Report for: 

 
Kira Thomas 

 
Evaluation Performed on December 10, 2021 

 

 
 

79 Woodburn Street  
Keene NH 

 
   
The sewer cleanout was located at the side of the basement and the pipe exited the home through the floor. The 
cleanout has a replacement cap. The sewer camera was run out the sewer line from the house towards junction 
with the municipal sewer approximately 57 ft from the access port.  The sewer line has signs of previous “back-
ups”, the camera could not make it to the municipal junction. Given the location of mature trees in relation to the 
sewer line, roots observed in the basement and the replacement cap I suspect roots have intruded previously and 
are the likely cause of the camera stopping. Having a qualified contractor cut the roots and verify the integrity of 
the pipe to the municipal junction ( with a sewer camera) is recommended. Cutting the roots as part of a 
maintenance plan to reduce the chance of future blockages should be considered. 
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                                                                                         Eric J. Eichner 

                                                                                           (603) 313-8600 

Eric@inspectionsbyeric.com 
 

 

This evaluation is useful in determining the general condition of the sewer pipe system at the time of the evaluation 
and is not an estimate of system longevity.  This report is based on the evaluation methods used, and information 
available at the time of this evaluation and is to be considered ‘an opinion’ with no guarantee expressed, implied or 
presumed under any circumstances. 
 

        
 

Area Where Camera Stopped                                                    Interior of Pipe 
 

        
 

Interior of Pipe                                                               Area of Blockage        
 
                      
 
Eric Eichner 

 
Inspections by Eric LLC 
Granite State Septic System Certified Evaluator # 151 
NH Septic System Licensed Evaluator #36       
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #C.2.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Adam Toepfer
  

Through: Patricia Little, City Clerk
  

Subject: Adam Toepfer/Keene Pride - Request to Use City Property - September 11-
18, 2022

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022
Referred to the Planning, Licenses and Development Committee.
 
Recommendation:
 
Attachments:
1. Communication_Toepfer_Keene Pride Event
 
Background:
Adam Toepfer, representing Keene Pride, is requesting permission to decorate Central Square, the 
trees lining Main Street and the exterior of City Hall as part of the 1st annual Keene Pride 
celebration, which is a week-long celebration running from September 11, 2022 through September 
18, 2022.  In addition, Mr. Toepfer is requesting to block off Central Square and Main Street to Eagle 
Court/Emerald Street to accommodate a block party on Sunday, September 18.  Finally, Mr. Toepfer 
is requesting that the City absorb the cost of City services.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #D.1.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Municipal Facilities, Services and Infrastructure Committee, Standing Committee
  

Through:
  

Subject: Kevin Leary – Access to Property Through the Old Gilsum Road – Public 
Works Director/ACM

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022
Voted unanimously to carry out the intent of the report. 
 
Recommendation:
On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee accepted the 
communication from Kevin Leary as informational.

On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends per 
Section 94-238 of the City Code of Ordinances, that Kevin Leary, of 27 Meetinghouse Road, Keene, 
NH, be permitted to use motorized vehicles on the Class VI portion of the Old Gilsum Road for the 
purpose of accessing and transporting in and out equipment up to four (4) times per year until 2023 
to the Fontaine Albert R Revocable Trust Property (218-09-00-000-000). This motorized access to be 
coordinated with City staff with Mr. Leary abiding by all conditions set by Staff.
 
Attachments:
None
 
Background:
Chair Greenwald heard the first two agenda items together. The Chairman welcomed the petitioner, 
Kevin Leary, of 27 Meetinghouse Road.

Mr. Leary was present to request additional entry and exit from the Fontaine property, which he is 
leasing legally. Mr. Leary lives near the property in the Drummer Hill Association. He discussed this 
topic with the Committee last year, when his access was approved. His work on the property 
continues and therefore, he was present requesting additional access to manage the property. Some 
of the work he is unable to do alone and requires the help of small equipment. Mr. Leary mentioned 
that he had been working with a forester and had hired a consultant to develop an extensive plan of 
management practices to better diversify the property for the ecosystem’s health and the property’s 
value.

Chair Greenwald asked the type of equipment Mr. Leary would be bringing to the property. Mr. Leary 
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confirmed that this entry and exit was not for ATV access, but that it would be “pretty much the same 
equipment” from last year. He called it a small compact residential grade excavator and tractor that 
he is using to improve the property and habitats; he is not removing anything from the property. He is 
managing species like beech to diversify the ecosystem.

Chair Greenwald requested Staff comments from Kürt Blomquist, Director of Public Works/Assistant 
City Manager. The Director of Public Works recalled that Mr. Leary was before the Committee last 
year. A map of the parcel in question was included in the meeting packet. He also recalled that the 
Old Gilsum Road is a Class VI road, meaning that is a public way, but no longer maintained by the 
City. Today, there are approximately 11–12 privately owned properties along the Old Gilsum Road in 
addition to some City-owned properties, and the Road is the only means of access to all. The Road is 
used by the public for recreation. The City has acquired adjacent properties over the years to 
incorporate into the Greater Goose Pond Forest and other lands the City owns for conservation. The 
City Council has added restrictions to the Old Gilsum Road, including restriction of the use of 
motorized vehicles without authorization. However, property owners there are allowed to access their 
properties via motorized vehicles with Council permission. The Director of Public Works reiterated 
that Mr. Leary has a formal agreement with the property owners, so he is in effect an agent of the 
owner, with the same status to gain access to the site. The Director of Public Works was unaware of 
any complaints since Mr. Leary was granted this access last year. He recalled that the City has 
adjacent water tank land with an easement but access via that road was not granted to Mr. Leary 
because the road is meant for maintenance and construction. There is also an adjacent City-owned 
conservation easement that was inappropriate for access. Therefore, the Old Gilsum Road was the 
best option for Mr. Leary’s access. The City Council granted Mr. Leary this access last year and Staff 
recommended granting his requested access (three or four times) again this year, subject to 
conditions.

The City Attorney recalled that the Committee reviewed this matter in detail last year and this is just 
an expansion of the opportunity granted previously. He asked Mr. Leary to confirm whether he would 
be using the same access points as last year and Mr. Leary replied in the affirmative.

Councilor Williams mentioned that a primary issue in discussions last year was that this right is 
restricted to property owners along the Old Gilsum Road and in this case, Mr. Leary has a lease from 
the owner. Therefore, the Committee determined that Mr. Leary should have the same access as the 
owner.

Chair Greenwald noted that this was a conditional granting and if there were complaints or problems, 
it could be revoked.

There were no public comments.

Councilor Williams made the following motion, which was duly seconded by Councilor Workman.

On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee accepted the 
communication from Kevin Leary as informational.
 
Councilor Williams made the following motion, which was duly seconded by Councilor Filiault.

On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends per 
Section 94-238 of the City Code of Ordinances, that Kevin Leary, of 27 Meetinghouse Road, Keene, 
NH, be permitted to use motorized vehicles on the Class VI portion of the Old Gilsum Road for the 
purpose of accessing and transporting in and out equipment up to four (4) times per year until 2023 
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to the Fontaine Albert R Revocable Trust Property (218-09-00-000-000). This motorized access to be 
coordinated with City staff with Mr. Leary abiding by all conditions set by Staff.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #D.2.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Municipal Facilities, Services and Infrastructure Committee, Standing Committee
  

Through:
  

Subject: Relocation of Woodard Pond Road – City Attorney
  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022
Voted unanimously to carry out the intent of the report.
 
Recommendation:
On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends that 
the City Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to negotiate and execute an Easement 
Deed with the Town of Roxbury for the relocation of Woodward Pond Road across City-owned 
property in Roxbury, New Hampshire.
 
Attachments:
None
 
Background:
Chair Greenwald welcomed comments from the City Attorney.

The City Attorney said this was a matter to be cleaned-up. He said many Councilors would recall the 
City repairs to Woodard Dam that the City owns, which was conducted in response to a request from 
the State of NH. The City completed all work at the dam. As a part of this project, the City had to 
work with the Town of Roxbury to relocate a Class VI road to allow the dam work. The Town of 
Roxbury did discontinue the portion of a Class VI road and in return, the City of Keene granted an 
easement for highway purposes over the top of the dam. The City Attorney said it took time to 
complete all the paperwork associated with this project. Staff prepared an easement deed granted 
from the City of Keene to the Town of Roxbury over a portion of the road that is defined both in the 
easement deed and in accordance with the plan prepared to provide the alternative access. Staff 
requested that the Committee authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute the easement, 
which would then be recorded with the Registry of Deeds. There were no questions or comments 
from the Committee or public.

Councilor Workman made the following motion, which Councilor Filiault duly seconded.

On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends that 
the City Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to negotiate and execute an Easement 
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Deed with the Town of Roxbury for the relocation of Woodward Pond Road across City-owned 
property in Roxbury, New Hampshire.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #D.3.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Municipal Facilities, Services and Infrastructure Committee, Standing Committee
  

Through:
  

Subject: Maintenance of the Wilson Pond Dam - City Manager
  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022. 
Report filed as informational. 
 
Recommendation:
On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends the 
issue of the maintenance of the Wilson Pond Dam be reported out as informational.
 
Attachments:
None
 
Background:
Chair Greenwald recalled that this item was on more time. He welcomed City Manager comments.

The City Manager said the City had been talking with the school about the Wilson Pond Dam for 
approximately 1.5 years. The Chair asked Staff to follow-up with the school for a status report related 
to the dam. A letter from the school district was included in the agenda packet, indicating that the 
district is working with Dubois and King to repair the dam; they are close to finalizing their plans and 
moving forward. The City Manager confirmed that the Superintendent was comfortable reporting this 
out of Committee at this time.

The Chairman asked if the City Manager said the dam would be “repaired” and the City Manager 
replied in the affirmative, which the Chairman said was important to him.

There were no questions or comments from the Committee or public.

Councilor Filiault made the following motion, which Councilor Workman seconded.

On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends the 
issue of the maintenance of the Wilson Pond Dam be reported out as informational.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #D.4.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Municipal Facilities, Services and Infrastructure Committee, Standing Committee
  

Through:
  

Subject: Monica Marshall – Request that Main Street be Designated as a Smoke-
Free Zone

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022.
Report filed as informational.
 
Recommendation:
On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends the 
communication from Monica Marshall seeking to have Main Street designated as a Smoke Free 
Zone be reported out as informational.
 
Attachments:
None
 
Background:
Chair Greenwald recalled that this item was also on more time. He welcomed City Manager 
comments.

The City Manager reported that Staff had been in communication with Ms. Marshall, who indicated 
that she was working with a group to bring back a modified proposal for a more defined project. At 
this time, Staff recommended that this item be reported out, which Ms. Marshall was comfortable 
with.

There were no questions or comments from the Committee or public.

Councilor Roberts made the following motion, which Councilor Filiault seconded.

On a vote of 5–0, the Municipal Services, Facilities, and Infrastructure Committee recommends the 
communication from Monica Marshall seeking to have Main Street designated as a Smoke Free 
Zone be reported out as informational.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #D.5.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee, Standing Committee
  

Through:
  

Subject: American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for Libraries - Library Director

  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022.
Voted unanimously to carry out the intent of the report.
 
Recommendation:
On a 5-0 vote, the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee recommends that the City 
Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to accept and expend a grant of $10,000 from the 
American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for Libraries award in support of library programs.
 
Attachments:
None
 
Background:
Library Director Marti Fiske addressed the Committee first and stated the Library was notified on 
Monday as to a grant for $10,000 received through American Recovery Plan Humanities grant. The 
library was given only seven days to comply but the Library asked for an extension so the grant could 
be put through the normal process.

Ms. Fiske explained this is a grant that is being distributed through the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, part of $2 million through the American Rescue Plan organized by the American Library 
Association. Ms. Fiske went on to say the Keene Public Library receives program funds through 
donations and the hard work of the Friends of the Library. During the pandemic.
Many of the funds that normally would have gone towards programs were diverted instead to 
software and equipment which allowed the Library to do virtual programming.

This grant will replenish those funds and the Library will be restarting the Chautauqua program which 
was last run in 2018 and has not been running for a while mostly because of the pandemic. The 
Chautauqua is a historical adult education program that started around 1900s. The program will 
focus on the history of race relations during the Jim Crowe era. There will be live impersonators, 
book discussions, discussion groups, lectures workshops and exhibits. This is also being done in 
partnership with the Historical Society of Cheshire County. 40% of the funds will go towards 
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improving audio visual equipment at the library, in particular to expand options for being able to do 
virtual on online live streaming programs. Ms. Fiske stated even after the pandemic has ended 
people are still expressing interest with online programming, so they don't have to worry about 
babysitters or for those adults who have problems with navigating in the winter or after dark.

The funds will be distributed at the end of February and have to be expanded by August 31.

Councilor Chadbourne commended the program and felt the more the City uses on-line meeting 
opportunities the higher the participation would be

Councilor Lake made the following motion, which was seconded by Councilor Chadbourne.

On a 5-0 vote, the Finance, Organization and Personnel Committee recommends that the City 
Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to accept and expend a grant of $10,000 from the 
American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants for Libraries award in support of library programs.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #F.1.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Patricia Little, City Clerk
  

Through:
  

Subject: Ordinance O-2021-16-B:  Relating to the Wearing of Face Coverings
  
 
Council Action:
In City Council February 3, 2022.
Mayor brought Ordinance O-2021-16-B forward as provided in the language of the 
Ordinance.  A motion to rescind the Ordinance failed with 10 Councilors voting in opposition 
and 5 voting in favor.  

A motion that the City Manager work within her authority to extend the educational outreach 
phase passed with 14 Councilors voting in favor and one voting in opposition.

 
Recommendation:
 
Attachments:
1. O-2021-16-B Relating to the Wearing of Face Coverings
 
Background:
Ordinance O-2021-16-B was adopted by the Keene City Council at its regular meeting on December 
16, 2021.  The Ordinance provided for its review every 60 days or at the discretion of the City 
Council.  Mayor Hansel has requested that the Ordinance be placed on the Council agenda for 
February 3, 2022.
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #G.1.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Mari Brunner, Planner
  

Through: Patricia Little, City Clerk
  

Subject: Resignation of Andrew Dey from the Energy and Climate Committee
  
 
Recommendation:
To accept the resignation of Andrew Dey from the Energy and Climate Committee.
 
Attachments:
1. Andrew Dey Resignation from Energy and Climate Committee
 
 
Background:
Andrew Dey has served as a regular member of the Energy and Climate committee since October 
2019. He respectfully submits his resignation, effective February 3, 2022 (see attachment). 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Andrew Dey
Mari Brunner; Peter Hansel
resigning from the ECC
Thursday, January 27, 2022 8:47:08 PM

Mari and Peter,

It's with mixed feelings that I'm submitting this email to formalize my resignation from the
Keene Energy and Climate Committee. I've enjoyed working with both of you and the rest of
the committee members, and it's been a great learning experience. 

Recently I've become more engaged with energy and sustainability work in my hometown of
Walpole, and that's made it more difficult for me to give the ECC the attention is deserves. I'm
confident that Beth Campbell, my replacement on the ECC, will be a wonderful addition. As a
coworker at Unity Homes, Beth continues to impress me with her clear communication,
insightful commentary, diligent effort, and fun demeanor.

My last ECC meeting will be this coming Wednesday, February 2. I'm planning to attend in
person, and if appropriate, will say a few words of farewell at the conclusion of the meeting.

With appreciation and best wishes to you and the rest of the committee,

Andrew 
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CITY OF KEENE
NEW HAMPSHIRE

ITEM #G.2.

   
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
  

To: Mayor and Keene City Council
  

From: Mari Brunner, Planner
  

Through: Patricia Little, City Clerk
John Rogers, Building/Health Official

  

Subject: Resignation of Abigail Abrash Walton from the Congregate Living and 
Social Services Licensing Board

  
 
Recommendation:
To accept the resignation of Abigail Abrash Walton from the Congregate Living and Social Services 
Licensing Board
 
Attachments:
1. Communication_Abrash_Walton
 
 
Background:
Abigail Abrash Walton has submitted her resignation from the Congregate Living and Social Services 
Licensing Board, effective immediately (see attachment).
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