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AGRICULTURE COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 

 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 
 

                 3:30 pm  City Hall, 2nd Floor       

Conference Room   

 

Members Present:         Staff Present: 

Sarah Wilton, Chair                                 Michele Chalice, Planner 

Charles Daloz, Vice Chair        

Bettina A. Chadbourne, Councilor 

Catherine Souther, Member 

 

Members not present: 

Aaron Moody, Member 

Mark Florenz, Member  

 

 

1) Call to order-  

Chair Wilton called meeting to order at 3:37 pm.  

 

2) Approve November 8, 2017 minutes-  
 

Councilor Chadbourne motioned to accept the November 8, minutes, Ms. Souther seconded and 

motion was passed unanimously. 

Chair Wilton said they will refer back to the November 8 minutes, Page 3, Chicken brochure: 

 “successful relations with chickens includes positive relations with one’s neighbors.” 

 

 

3) Approve 2018 Meeting Schedule-  
 

Ms. Chalice stated that the meeting schedule for 2018 says Thursdays instead of Wednesdays. 

Councilor Chadbourne motioned to accept meeting schedule presented with one correction: AGC 

meetings should read Wednesdays instead of Thursdays, and the dates are correct, Mr. Daloz 

seconded and motion passed unanimously.  

 

4) Discussion: DRAFT Agriculture Regulation Toolkit & DRAFT Right to Farm 

Flowchart 
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Chair Wilton stated that the plan is an excellent template for the direction that AGC should be 

moving in. Vice Chair Daloz agreed and asked if the Master Plan includes Agriculture. Chair 

Wilton replied that AGC has a vision for agriculture and where it fits into the Master Plant. Ms. 

Chalice replied that Master Plan is in the CIP for review in 2021-2022.  

Chair Wilton asked if there an agriculture person on the process and Ms. Chalice replied there 

are no specific parties designated for that process yet, however, there will be people selected. A 

schedule for involvement in the Land Use Code update is already in process and Ms. Tara 

Kessler is the representative. Chair Wilton asked if Land Use Code update is the first step in the 

vision for agriculture in Master Plan. Ms. Chalice said Land Use Code is a completely different 

project (Project 1) and is in progress. She said the Master Plan is a separate project and is slated 

to start in 2021 or 2022 and both will have opportunities for AGC to comment and relevancy for 

the AGC. Chair Wilton asked what the Land Use Code update deadline is and Ms. Chalice said it 

is still in its infancy and does not have a deadline yet.  

Ms. Souther asked in what ways the Land Use Code Update could affect agriculture in the area. 

Ms. Chalice replied it focuses on zoning codes and there may be specifics that could be changed. 

Ms. Chadbourne stated that the Marlborough rezoning districting, people can have pets. Ms. 

Chalice replied they should not be used for commercial purposes. Ms. Souther stated AGC 

should be watching that they do not make any changes to Agriculture and Ms. Chalice said it is a 

long process. Mr. Daloz asked if AGC needs a motion to develop a vision to draw out the 

specifics for the next few years. Ms. Chalice said it could be a project-based visioning in 

isolation from the Master Plan in preparation for the next couple of years.  

Mr. Daloz suggested acquiring an Antioch student. Ms. Chalice said she offered to draw up a 

scope and put the item on next month’s agenda.  Mr. Daloz suggested having a brainstorming 

forum about what steps to take for Agriculture in Keene. Chair Wilton suggested it is a spin-off 

from where they have already been from the Master Plan and ideally they should use those core 

areas as points of departure. 

 

5) Recap. of Planning Board Regulatory Revision Discussion  

Chair Wilton updated commission on her observations of the recent Planning Board discussion 

where the draft “Local Regulation of Agriculture Toolkit” and the draft “NH Right To Farm 

Flowchart” were presented by Ms. Chalice. She said the reaction of the Planning Board to 

Agriculture was friendly and receptive. She asked what is the status of the statewide, draft 

Toolkit. Ms. Chalice replied that the template is a draft and she would be happy to have the notes 

from the presentation to the Planning Board made available to AGC. Chair Wilton asked who the 

people involved are. Ms. Chalice said one is a Regional Planner and the other is a Lawyer with a 

private firm. They secured grant funding and were looking for a second grant to create a series of 

tools or handouts that can help guide farmers through the complex process indicated on the 

flowchart. Ms. Chalice said their intent was to take the first step and create materials to be used 

by farmers. Chair Wilton asked if it statewide or regional. Ms. Chalice said the purpose shown 

on the flowchart is statewide and she hopes to get more information for the next meeting.  

Mr. Daloz asked if AGC could approve the template for the Planning Board. Ms. Chalice replied 

that they could point our certain aspects of the flowchart that the commission thinks are 
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applicable to Keene. Chair Wilton suggested identifying core issues that Keene is experiencing. 

Ms. Souther asked if they would like the document to be disseminated to the public as it would 

help farmers in the area. She said she likes the idea of tailoring it regionally so it is more specific 

to Keene. Chair Wilton said perhaps they should wait until the final draft is available, and keep 

the toolkit and the flowchart on the agenda and update the status as it progresses. Ms. Chalice 

said the Planning Board is interested in waiting for the final document as well and incorporating 

it into the Land Use code update. 

 

6) Chicken Brochure – Final Revisions Approval 

Ms. Chalice said Ms. Michaelov, a guest at November’s meeting, attempted to send revisions 

through Google docs but was unsuccessful. She will continue to contact her to get her 

suggestions.  

Chair Wilton pointed out a correction on the chicken brochure: “successful relations with 

chickens includes positive relations with one’s neighbors.” 

Councilor Chadbourne pointed out that perhaps water could freeze in the winter and maybe that 

should be cautioned against in the brochure. Ms. Souther said changing water a couple of times 

per day is the cheaper solution as water heaters are very expensive. Mr. Daloz said the electric 

systems could be a public safety hazard and perhaps they could take into account the safety risk. 

He added there are cheap electric systems that can be invested in to heat the water. Ms. Chalice 

said the brochure is not meant to be very specific and instead suggested adding wording under 

Housing stating “caution should be taken if heating coops or water during the winter months.” 

Members agreed to have Mr. Florenz review the language at the next meeting. 

Members agreed that “online resources” should be added to the middle of the back page of the 

brochure. Chair Wilton suggested adding “online resources” under the City of Keene. Councilor 

Chadbourne stated that “online resources” should be placed above the City of Keene and to free 

up space for a Safety section. Members agreed that the City of Keene insignia should be at the 

bottom of the page and online resources above at least with the current draft. Councilor 

Chadbourne suggested placing another picture on the front cover of the brochure. Ms. Souther 

suggested placing a picture of mobile coops to create awareness about their function. 

Chair Wilton asked if another draft would be available for the next meeting and Ms. Chalice 

agreed and said the Ms. Nancy Michalov, a guest from last month, made revisions to the 

brochure and she will incorporate them for review at the next meeting. Councilor Chadbourne 

suggested that maybe they could have Mr. John Rogers from Code Enforcement review the 

chicken brochure. She said she had neighbors contact Mr. Rogers and he told them it was illegal 

to sell the eggs. Ms. Souther said she read the rules and in the City of Keene keeping backyard 

livestock means you cannot sell any products from the livestock. Ms. Chalice said she would 

come up with some verbiage and cite the “non-commercial” regulations to put on the brochure. 

Chair Wilton said they will review the Chicken brochure at their next meeting. 

 

7) Agriculture Brochure  

Chair Wilton suggested the Agriculture brochure should tie into the regulation toolkit and 

flowchart template. Ms. Chalice asked if Chair Wilton is aiming to condense the information 

from the regulation toolkit and flowchart.  Ms. Souther suggested putting some of the high points 
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from the flowchart and regulatory toolkit into the Agriculture brochure. Ms. Chalice suggested 

they could form a working group and meet for coffee somewhere to design which aspects of the 

toolkit they would like to include in the brochure. Chair Wilton asked if anyone is interested in 

coming up with an agriculture brochure together to sign a draft for the next meeting. Ms. Souther 

volunteered to lead the meeting. Councilor Chadbourne suggested letting other members know 

about the working group idea to see if they would like to join as well. Ms. Souther said she 

would be meeting with Mr. Moody later and could ask him if he would like to join. Ms. Chalice 

said if they do meet, she would need draft ideas to be sent to her at least a week and a half before 

the next meeting to become part of the packet.   

 

8) New or Other Business  

Chair Wilton asked Ms. Chalice to put Chair Election at the top of the agenda for next month. 

Mr. Daloz suggested going through updates every meeting like they do in other committees. He 

also suggested updating committee on the work of other groups, for example, local farms, 

Friends of Open Space’s pocket park idea. Ms. Chalice suggested having another agenda item 

labeled “Other Updates.” She also suggested creating a Doodle Poll for an AGC retreat to 

identify goals for the coming year. They would have someone facilitate the session and talk 

about topics of most interest and work with those topics to identify action steps.  

Councilor Chadbourne added that they do discuss different ideas that do not get fleshed out and 

perhaps they should be prioritizing items during a retreat. Ms. Chalice suggested talking to the 

Monadnock Farm Coalition and because they do related work so it would be helpful to for 

people from the Coalition to come talk to the commission to discuss their work so they do not 

replicate actions. Chair Wilton said they are non-governmental and volunteer-based. Ms. Chalice 

said they are working on similar issues so it could set the context for AGC’s actions. Ms. Chalice 

suggested they take a vote and Ms. Chalice could contact them to see when they are available to 

present to the commission. Councilor Chadbourne motioned to contact Ms. Roe-Ann Tasoulos, 

Mr. Daloz seconded and motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Chalice stated she will contact Ms. Nancy Michalov to see if she is considering become a 

member (if she is a resident of Keene) and for brochure suggestions.  

 

9) Next Meeting – Wednesday, February 14, at 3:30PM  

 

10)  Adjournment- Chair Wilton adjourned meeting at 4:38 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Ayshah Kassamali-Fox, Minute-Taker 


